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Ungodly men in the church                                    14/6/20 dkm 
Read: Genesis 19:1-11, 24-25, Jude 1-16 
Text: Jude v4-10 
Psalms: 119:129-136, 95:6-11, 62:5-12, 117 
Jude ‘found it necessary’ to write this letter urging believers in the 
church to ‘contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all 
delivered to the saints’ because certain men were creeping into the 
church promoting unorthodox teaching and immoral conduct (v 3, 4). 
Jude’s assessment of such men is frank and uncompromising. He 
speaks in a way today’s liberals and post-modernists find offensive; 
he calls them ungodly men, ‘long ago marked out for this 
condemnation’ (v 4).  
 
The apostle Paul denounced Judaizers for ‘preaching a different 
gospel’, and perverting the wonderful gospel of grace (Gal 1:6). They 
were demanding that all believers be circumcised, provoking Paul to 
say, ‘I could wish that they go the whole way and emasculate 
themselves’ (Gal 5:12 NIV). The men Jude condemns were not 
Judaizers but libertines or antinomians. They were turning the grace 
of God into a licence for immorality as they ‘denied Jesus Christ, our 
only Lord and Master’ (v 4 ESV). They were saying, ‘let us sin that 
grace may abound’, and, ‘if we are saved by grace alone and are not 
under the law then we are free to sin with impunity’ (Rom 6:1, 15). 
Such men may have been in the church at Corinth where ‘a man had 
his father’s wife!’ (1Cor 6:1).     
 
When the authority of the Bible is undermined, the gospel itself is 
threatened. When preachers ‘reject authority’ and ‘defile the flesh’ 
they have departed from the gospel to preach words that have no 
power to change sinful hearts, or contain evil behaviour. Such 
preachers might be praised by men, but they are condemned by 
God. They think they are being modern and progressive but there is 
nothing new under the sun. ‘They wilfully forget, that by the word of 
God the heavens were of old, and the earth’, and that the earth was 
flooded because of wickedness, and that this present world is 



2 
 

reserved for fire (2Peter 3:5-7). The gospel will always be offensive to 
those who prefer lies to the truth, and who love darkness rather than 
light because their deeds are evil (John 3:19). 
 
Anyone who thinks that God will not judge ungodly people, people 
who fail to fear God and who disobey the commands of Christ, need 
to think again. Jude reminds them of the Scriptures they once knew 
but have since departed from in unbelief. He reminds us of the 
Scriptures that we might identify and reject these ‘dreamers’ and 
deceivers. He reminds us of three famous, or infamous, cases of 
divine judgment in the Bible, namely, Israel’s rebellion in the desert, 
angels who left their own abode, and immorality in Sodom and 
Gomorrah. ‘Authority not respected’ is our fourth subheading.  
 
1. Israel’s rebellion in the desert  
Enshrined in the history of Israel is the exodus from Egypt under the 
leadership of Moses, the giving of the Law on Mt Sinai, the forty 
years in the wilderness, and entry into Canaan under the leadership 
of Joshua. Every Israelite knew this history, except when they turned 
away from the Lord to worship idols. Every person in our society 
once knew this story also, but as people have turned away from the 
Lord to worship idols biblical ignorance has reached epidemic 
proportions.  
 
This said, you may not know exactly why the people spent forty years 
in the desert. It was because of the rebellion led by ten of the twelve 
tribal leaders sent to spy out Canaan, as recorded in Numbers 13 and 
14, and Deuteronomy 1. They did not believe the Lord’s promise to 
give them the land of Canaan. A whole generation was overtaken by 
an evil heart of unbelief in departing from the living God (Heb 3:12). 
As punishment for rebellion, the Lord declared that every man 
twenty years old and above would perish in the desert. Having saved 
his chosen people out of Egypt, the Lord ‘afterward destroyed those 
who did not believe’ (v 5). The apostle Paul similarly reminded the 
Corinthian church of God’s punishment of his covenant people in the 
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desert (1Cor 10:1-5). Like Jude, he urged the church to remember 
this story because it is an example of God’s righteous anger and his 
power to punish those who harden their heart in unbelief.   
 
2. Angels who left their own abode   
Like Peter, Jude writes of angels, who did not keep their proper place 
in the created order, as being ‘reserved … for the judgment of the 
great day’ (v 6, cf. 2Peter 2:4). Peter was warning believers of false 
teachers secretly bringing destructive heresies into the church, 
heresies that ‘denied the Lord who bought them’; these teachers 
also promoted the lusts of the flesh (2Peter 2:1, 14). Jude, as we see 
here, was also warning believers of men creeping into the church 
who denied Jesus as Lord and Master, and promoted sensuality.   
 
Angels do not belong to the realm of human beings, unless sent by 
God for a specific purpose. So what is the story or incident that Jude 
is referring to here in verse 6? He is referring to the Bible, to a 
passage in the OT that we struggle to understand in Genesis 6; the 
account of Sodom and Gomorrah is just a few chapters later in 
Genesis 19. We understand the ‘sons of God’ in Genesis 6:2 to refer 
to angels (cf. Job 1:6). Angels are ‘ministering spirits’ created by God 
(Heb 1:14). They were not created with bodies like ours but can take 
on human form to communicate with men or women. But for angels 
to lust after women and marry them was not part of God’s design 
(Gen 6:2).  
 
The reason why Jude refers to these angels who sinned is that God 
punished them. He reserved them in everlasting chains and in 
darkness for judgment on the great day (v 6, 2Peter 2:4). If God 
judged angels who sinned by despising divine authority, how much 
more will he judge human beings who sin by rejecting the 
authoritative word of the living God (Heb 10:31). God’s authoritative 
word is found in the Scriptures, and in the gospel of Jesus Christ, ‘the 
faith once for all delivered to the saints’ (v 3).   
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3. Immorality in Sodom and Gomorrah 
The most widely used example of divine judgment is that of the cities 
of Sodom and Gomorrah. The prophets used this example, as did 
Jesus and the apostles (e.g. Isa 13:19, Jer 50:40, Mat 11:24, Luke 
17:29). After referring to the judgment of angels who sinned, and to 
the people of Noah’s day, the apostle Peter added this example: ‘And 
turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes, condemned 
them to destruction’ (2Peter 2:6). Jude writes of these cities, ‘They 
serve as an example of those who suffer the punishment of eternal 
fire’ (v 7).  
 
These two cities were on the plain of Jordan. Abraham’s nephew Lot 
chose to go and live on this plain and pitched his tent near Sodom 
(Gen 13:12). The people living in these cities had ‘given themselves 
over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh’ (v 7), 
meaning they were involved in perverted sexual practices and 
shameless homosexuality (Gen 19:5). The ‘certain men’ corrupting 
the gospel of grace and the authority of the Bible may well have 
been caught up in such perverted sexual practices (v 4). The men of 
Sodom came to Lot’s house wanting to rape his male visitors (Gen 
19:5). He was ‘oppressed by the filthy conduct of the wicked’ (2Peter 
2:7).  
 
God turned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes, totally and 
permanently destroying all people and places in these cities. Jude 
speaks of ‘eternal fire’, which is how Jesus refers to the destiny of 
the wicked: ‘Everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels’ 
(Mat 25:41). Everlasting fire and punishment is the opposite of 
everlasting life. Like the angels who sinned, people who sin and fail 
to repent are reserved for judgment on the day of the Lord, and 
eternity in hell. The sin of Sodom continues today. Our society and 
our laws might say what was happening in Sodom was not sinful but 
the facts of history remain- Sodom was turned to ashes; and the God 
who condemned Sodom is the same yesterday, today and forever.  
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4. Authority not respected 
Jude reminds men and women who were called, justified, and 
sanctified by the grace of God, of the history of God’s dealing with 
those who rebel and reject God and his commands. This was not an 
academic exercise but a solemn warning to anyone who rejects God 
and his commands today. Such men were creeping into the church 
back then, and they continue to creep in today. Modernists started 
criticism of the Bible in the late nineteenth century. They started 
rejecting the authority of the Bible, calling it an old book that need 
updating on the basis of modern, rational thought, and science 
(evolution). Anything supernatural was explained away or denied; 
angels, and Satan were no longer real. Jesus was only a man, a good 
man and a good teacher but only man whose murder was tragic.  
 
Modernists replaced the authority of the Bible with the authority of 
scholars and scientists; the Church of Rome had long since replaced 
the authority of the Bible with church tradition. The doctrine of the 
verbal, plenary, inspiration of the Bible is denied by modernists. This 
is why I declare this truth every time I read the Bible- the holy, 
inspired and infallible word of God. Modernists hate these words. 
When the authority of the Bible is rejected, what authority do people 
have to direct them in how they are to live (Shorter Catechism Q2)? 
All they have are natural instincts, instincts directed by a sinful 
nature. Even these are rejected by some as they engage in perverted 
behaviour.  
 
Jude was warning believers of ungodly men who denied our only 
Lord and Master, and turned the grace of God into a licence for 
immoral living (v 4). After reminding them of the angels who lusted 
after the daughters of men, the men in Sodom who lusted after 
‘strange flesh’, and the Israelites who rebelled in the desert, Jude 
says, ‘In the same way these dreamers defile the flesh, reject 
authority and speak evil of dignitaries’ (v 8). Why ‘dreamers’? Maybe 
they believed in dreams and visions more than the words of the 
Bible; there is no lack of such people today. More likely however, 
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they were out of touch with truth and reality; there is no lack of 
people like this either! Dreams are not reality. There are spiritual 
realities of course. God is a spirit. Angels are spiritual beings. Things 
that are not seen are as real as the things we see. ‘If these men had 
begun in the spirit as normal Christians, they end up in the flesh’ 
writes Matthew Henry.  
 
The ‘certain men’ that Jude has in mind become ‘these dreamers’ 
and then simply ‘these’ in verse 10. These ungodly men ‘reject 
authority, and speak evil of dignitaries’ or glorious ones (v 8). ‘Their 
fault is not in their understanding but in depraved wills and their 
disordered appetites and affections’ writes Henry. Their lives are 
marked by rebellion against human authorities and even the 
authority of God. They are determined to be autonomous, to live by 
their own rules and do what they like- ‘no one is going to tell me 
what to do!’ ‘To hell with you and your Bible’ they will say.  
 
People speak like this, and worse, because they deny the reality of 
hell- most like the idea of heaven! They speak evil of spiritual 
realities and persons, using the name of almighty God and Jesus 
Christ in their frequent cursing. Jude, like Peter, says that even angels 
do not bring a ‘reviling accusation’ against adversaries in the 
heavenly realms (v 9, 2Peter 2:11). In the book of Job we read about 
a council in heaven to which the sons of God (angels?) came, and 
Satan also (Job 1:6). It may have been a setting like this at which the 
archangel Michael disputed with the devil about the body of Moses.  
 
Where did Jude get such a story? From an apocryphal book called, 
‘The Assumption of Moses’? The Lord buried Moses in a place 
unknown to men (Deut 34:6). This may have started speculation 
among the Jews, which ended up in this book. Jude is not entering 
into the speculation but merely using this story to illustrate his point; 
namely, that even the archangel did not start cursing and screaming 
against the devil but said, ‘The Lord rebuke you’!’ (v 9).  
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Arrogance, combined with ignorance, makes for men Jude describes 
as ‘brute beasts’ (v 10). ‘These speak evil of whatever they do not 
know’ (v 10, 2Peter 2:12). Men who have nothing to say are often 
the loudest and most stirring speakers. ‘Professing to be wise they 
became fools’ says Paul (Rom 1:22). If you tell a lie often enough, and 
with passion, you will get some to believe you. In time you may get 
many to believe you, and declare your lie to be truth. We see this so 
often- Islam, evolution, man-made climate change?  
 
Men claimed to be knowledgeable, and even to speak with special 
knowledge (Gnostics), but they were as ignorant as animals. 
Ironically, todays ‘experts’ actually claim to be cousins to the 
chimpanzee. Modern-day deniers of biblical authority look to 
animals for wisdom about how to live. ‘Are monkeys monogamous’ 
they ask? If not they say we can also be polygamous. If they find a 
homosexual gorilla these men claim to right to be homosexual. Brute 
breasts are ruled by instincts, and so are ungodly men creeping into 
the church. And like brute beasts they will be trapped, often in their 
own words or behaviour, and destroyed. 
 
As believers we must reject anyone who creeps into the church 
believing another gospel and engaging in immoral behaviour. We 
must reject anyone who rejects the authority of the Bible because 
this is where Jesus Christ is revealed as Saviour, Master and Lord. We 
must reject anyone who uses, or misuses, the grace of God to 
indulge the flesh. We must avoid being hypocrites of course, and 
walk in the truth of the gospel ‘once for all delivered to the saints’.  


