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Truth and love                                           3/5/20 dkm 
Read: Deuteronomy 18:9-22, 2John 
Text: 2John 
Psalms: 27:1-5, 23, 100, 72  
The book of 2John consists of only thirteen verses, one less than 
3John. These are the shortest books in the Bible. They are letters 
written in a format typical of the time, with the writer introducing 
himself as ‘The elder’ or ‘presbuteros’ in Greek. 2John is addressed to 
‘the elect lady’ or ‘the chosen lady and her children’ (v1). I have just 
introduced you to two identities about whom many pages have been 
written, namely ‘the elder’ and ‘the elect lady’. We believe that the 
writer is John the apostle, who also wrote 1John. We previously 
referred to this second letter and this title because in 1John the 
writer does not identify himself.  
 
‘The elder’ seems a strange title, given that there were a number of 
elders in each church in those days. The term refers to an office in 
the church but also indicates a man of advanced age. The apostle 
John would have been around 90yrs old when he wrote these letters 
and was probably widely known by this honorific title, ‘The elder’. 
Even so, some scholars think this is not the apostle but another man 
by the name of John. In any case, it is clear from the contents that 
these three letters are the work of one writer. 
 
The contents or subject matter of 2John is that of truth and love, 
both of which are found in Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Jesus said, ‘I 
am the way, the truth, and the life’ (John 14:6) and John believed 
him. Jesus also said, ‘the truth shall make you free’, and then in the 
next breath, ‘if the Son makes you free you will be free indeed’ (John 
8:32, 36). John began his gospel declaring that grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ (John 1:14, 17). 
 
The other subject matter common to 1John and 2John is that of false 
teachers; John calls them deceivers and antichrists (v7, cf.1John 2:18, 
22, 4:3). Gnostic teaching was entering the church, teaching that 
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denied the full humanity of Jesus, and hence the centrality of the 
incarnation, and even the cross, to the gospel. Today we have those 
who deny the incarnation and the resurrection because they are 
‘unscientific’, and the result is the same, namely a gospel that is 
powerless to save. John writes of these false teachers as having gone 
out of the church (v7, 1John 2:9), but clearly they were still operating 
under the guise of ‘gospel teachers’. Still today we have false 
teachers coming up in the church and leading faithful believers 
astray with their zealous but false teaching. Where do the Jehovah 
Witnesses and the Mormons get most of their followers?   
 
As we listen to, and learn from, this letter of 2John, we will do so 
under three subheadings: ‘Lady elect’, ‘Live in truth and love’, and, 
‘Look out for deceivers and antichrists’.  
 
1. Lady elect 
‘The elder’, the apostle John, wrote this letter to ‘the elect lady and 
her children’ (v1). Is this a real person, or is John personifying the 
church? The church is sometimes figuratively referred to as the bride 
of Christ (Eph 5:25, Rev 19:7, 21:2, 9), and Peter refers to Rome as 
‘Babylon’ at the end of his first letter, but there is no apparent 
reason why John should be referring to the church figuratively in this 
letter. Indeed, his following letter is addressed to ‘the beloved 
Gaius’, a real person. There is a question about the plural pronouns 
found in verses 6,8,10, and 12, but John writes to ‘the elect lady and 
her children’.  
 
This looks like a real lady with a large family who was prominent in a 
house church in Ephesus. If her sister was present with John at the 
time (v13), he had reason to write to her personally, and through her 
to the whole church that may have met in her house (Rom 16:5). To 
write, ‘whom I love in the truth’ is not inappropriate when 
addressing a woman and her children, certainly not when John adds, 
‘but also all those who have known the truth’ (v1). Love here is 
agape or self-sacrificing love, love that is learned from Christ and 
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love that is present in the hearts and lives of those who know Jesus 
Christ as the Son of God, who gave his life for theirs.  
 
You will recall John speaking about the truth, as in God the Son, and 
his Spirit, abiding in those who believe and confess Jesus to be the 
Son of God. He also said, ‘he who abides in love abides in God and 
God in him’ (1John 4:15,16). ‘Abide’ can also be translated as 
‘remain’. When truth enters our hearts by grace through faith in 
Jesus Christ it or ‘He’ remains there forever. The truth does not 
change and will not leave us, in contrast to false teachers who 
changed and ‘went out from us’ (v7, 1John 2:19). This does not mean 
true Christians cannot stumble. Paul writes, ‘let him who thinks he 
stands take heed lest he fall’ (1Cor 10:12). This letter is a warning to 
believers not to be unsettled or deceived by teaching that is not true. 
The ‘secret’, if you like, is found in Jude v 24: ‘Now unto Him who is 
able to keep you from stumbling, and present you faultless before 
the presence of his glory with great joy’. 
 
The introduction to this letter comes with a greeting that is not just 
empty words. We no longer write letters as such; our emails are sent 
with short greetings or none at all. When in India we wrote on 
‘aerogrammes’, a piece of paper stamped and ready to fold before 
posting. I am reminded of these when I think of John writing on a 
piece of papyrus of a fixed size (v12). I used to begin, ‘Greetings in 
the Lord’ to people who knew the Lord.  
 
John knew this ‘lady’ was a believer so his greeting was distinctly 
Christian. He writes, ‘Grace, mercy, and peace will be with you’ or 
with us (v3). Grace is favour toward guilty and undeserving sinners, 
mercy is pity towards those who are needy and helpless, and peace 
is what Jesus gives those who love him; ‘My peace I give to you’ 
(John 14:27). Grace, mercy and peace are gifts from God the Father 
and Jesus Christ his Son (v3). If you have these gifts you are a blessed 
person. John knew these gifts and wants you to know Jesus, and 
know these gifts also. His final word of greeting is ‘in truth and love’, 
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the title of this sermon. Jesus is truth and God is love, as we 
previously noted; John further explains truth and love in the 
following verses. 
 
2. Live in truth and love 
John begins his short letter rejoicing that some of her children were 
‘walking in truth’ (v4). He says he found this to be the case, maybe 
during a visit to her church. Again, truth or reality is Jesus Christ, as 
revealed in his gospel. John’s gospel is, of course, what he received 
from God. He saw and believed the truth, who gave ‘commandment 
from the Father’ (v4). The commandment Jesus gave, as written in 
his gospel (John 13:34), and in his first letter (1John 3:11), was to 
‘love one another as I have loved you’ (v5).  
 
This was not a new commandment but an abiding commandment 
because God is love and, ‘he who loves God must love his brother 
also’ (1John 4:21). Anyone who is born again knows God, and the 
love of God revealed in Jesus Christ, but this love must be shown in 
our life. We must walk in the truth and walk in love. This is the 
commandment John urges the lady and her children, and us also, to 
obey (v6). 
 
Some Christians think and even say that commandments and 
doctrine are not important. What is important, so they say, is love.  
They take hold of John’s words, ‘God is love’ and run with these in 
doing good works and caring for the creation. But is their running in 
the direction the Lord desires? Doctrine is not for them; these 
Christians want action, they want to change the world and make it a 
place of love. But how do we know what love is if we do not bother 
to look at Jesus? ‘This is how we know what love is, Jesus laid down 
his life for us’ (1John 3:16). And why did Jesus do this? Did he have to 
lay down his life for us? The more we learn about Jesus the more we 
learn about love, about truth and love. Doctrine is fundamental to 
living a life of love, which is the same as living in obedience to His 
commandments. 
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On the other hand there are Christians who study the Bible while 
locked away their ivory tower- before we all got locked away due to 
corona virus! We still come across legalists or Pharisees who may be 
walking in truth, as they see it, but not in love. But ‘faith without 
works is dead’ says James, and again, ‘I will show you my faith by my 
works’ (James 2:20, 18). Truth and love cannot be separated any 
more than faith and works. Truth is found in Jesus who is found in 
the Bible. Love is found in Jesus who is found in the Bible. There is no 
escaping the Bible, and no avoiding walking according to the 
commandments to ‘love God with all your heart, all your soul, and all 
your strength’, and to ‘love one another’. Stott writes, ‘Our love 
grows soft if it is not strengthened by truth, and our truth grows hard 
if it is not softened by love’.  
 
3. Look out for deceivers and antichrists 
When loves ‘grows soft’, as Stott puts it, deceivers are able to enter 
in and undermine loosely held truth. Some churches overlook 
matters of truth as they strive for love and unity; they accept anyone 
who appears loving. On the other hand, churches in which truth has 
grown hard are also vulnerable; they accept anyone who speaks the 
language of orthodoxy. Truth and love must go together in our life, 
and in the teaching and life of the church. False teachers usually 
come up short in both attributes. 
 
John reminds the ‘elect lady and her children’ that deceivers have 
gone out into the world who do not confess Jesus Christ as coming in 
the flesh’ (v7). His first letter was a warning about false teachers and 
so is this one. He gave the church three tests, doctrinal, moral and 
social, which they could apply to teachers who came to them. The 
Gnostic heresy was on the rise with people like Cerinthus saying 
deity came upon Jesus at his baptism and left him before the cross, 
thereby denying the truth of the incarnation, of Jesus Christ coming 
in the flesh. Jesus was more of a phantom than a man.   
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John warned this lady or this church of the danger of listening to 
these deceivers. To distract in any way from the gospel, especially 
the truth of the Trinity, would undermine the whole gospel and 
render it powerless to save souls from death. Salvation is not just 
about the sincerity with which someone believes. Salvation is first 
and foremost about what you believe, about truth, the truth about 
Jesus. Belief in the truth must of course, be sincere. John warns 
believers to be careful ‘not to lose those things we worked for’ lest 
they not ‘receive a full reward’; he is not referring to salvation which 
is a gift but of a heavenly reward for faithful service (v8).  
 
In verse 9 the word ‘transgress’ means ‘run ahead’. False teachers 
were ‘progressive’ people. They had new teaching, ‘new revelations’ 
and ‘higher knowledge’. Evolution came along as ‘progressive’ 
teaching, as science which could not be disputed; that was until 
some teachers were caught lying. Same-sex marriage and legalising 
drugs are ‘progressive’ ideas that have entered some churches. If 
someone comes to you with a new or ‘progressive’ version of the 
gospel that is ‘acceptable to modern men’, have nothing to do with 
them. The only direction you can ‘progress’ if you do not have the 
truth of Jesus is away from God.   
 
Thanks to roads built by the Romans, the apostle Paul and other 
evangelists could travel from to town to town preaching and 
teaching the gospel. When then needed a place to stay, local 
Christians would take them in (e.g. Jason in Acts 17:5 and Gaius in 
Acts 18:7). Christians were taught to be hospitable (Rom 12:13). 
Judaizers and false teachers travelled the same roads and expected 
the same hospitably. John told the ‘elect lady’ not to greet or take 
into her house any false teachers. To do so might ‘poison’ her faith or 
that of her children, and would also leave the ‘stain’ of tacit approval 
on her house; ‘he who greets him shares in his evil deeds’ (v11).  
 
Does this denial of hospitality seem harsh to you? To many, 
especially those holding liberal doctrine, it does, and they try explain 
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away what John writes, or simply say he is wrong (e.g. Dodd); some 
say it was just the church that was not to let them in to preach. But 
an evangelist I heard warning believers about the Jehovah 
Witnesses, referred to this verse as he told us not to welcome such 
people and not even to given them a cup of water. If anyone comes 
to you claiming to be a Christian but denying the Trinity, and denying 
the permanent union of the two natures in Christ, do not welcome 
them. You can welcome heathens of course, but not heretics. 
Hospitality, love, and unity are important but not at the expense of 
truth.  
 
John closes by sharing a greeting from the children of the lady’s 
‘elect sister’, and promising or hoping to share more things when he 
meets her face to face (v12, 13). He had come to the end of his sheet 
of papyrus! With typical grace, ‘the elder’ closes with the words, 
‘that our joy may be full’ (1John 1:4). May your joy be full today and 
every day as we await the return of Jesus?           
   


