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Love seen in Jesus                                            29/12/19 dkm 
Read: 1John 3 
Text: 1John 3:11-18 
Psalms:   
The letter of John is often seen as a letter about love, about God’s 
love for the world and for us. It is here that we find the words, ‘God 
is love’, and that God so loved us that he ‘sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins’ (4:8, 10). Do you know these verses? How 
many verses from this letter do you know off by heart? Do you know 
1:9, 3:1, or 5:15? What about 3:16? You know John 3:16 but what 
about 1John 3:16?  
 
The false teachers, like the Gnostics, or antichrists as John calls them, 
claimed to be children of God, just like the Pharisees that Jesus 
confronted. But, as Jesus told his disciples, ‘by their fruits you will 
know them’ (Mat 7:20). The Pharisees were legalists whereas the 
Gnostics were more antinomian. Neither held to the truth regarding 
the doctrine of the Trinity, and could be readily identified by their 
lack of love. If you do not understand the cross of Jesus you will not 
understand the love of Jesus or the love of God. Only in the death of 
Jesus do we see self-sacrificing love, and that towards one’s enemies. 
Sinful human beings are prone to hatred rather than love. Why? 
Because they are children of the devil. ‘What is hate’ is our first 
subheading, our second, ‘What is love?’ and our third, ‘We must love 
like Jesus’.  
 
1. What is hate? 
In the previous verses John told us that sin is lawlessness. He said 
that, ‘He who sins is of the devil’ (3:8). He concluded that children of 
the devil could be separated from children of God on the basis of 
practicing righteousness, specifically in loving a brother (3:10). John 
does not use the word ‘discrimination’ but this is what he is teaching. 
Laws against discrimination are increasing in our society, as are laws 
about hate-speech. Such laws become necessary when the laws of 
God are no obeyed. Followers of God do not show partiality and do 
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not discriminate, except when it comes to the truth. Anyone who 
rejects the truth of the gospel, and the truth of the Trinity, is not 
welcomed into the fellowship of God’s people. We might add that a 
true child of God will treasure fellowship within the family of 
believers. True Christians do not seek fellowship with unbelievers 
while ignoring the fellowship of believers. You will know them by 
their fruits!  
 
The gospel teaches us about sin and salvation. Sin is lawlessness; sin 
is breaking God’s holy law. God’s law is set out in the Ten 
Commandments, summarised by Jesus into two commandments: 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all you mind and 
with all your strength, and, love you neighbour as yourself. Love for 
one another is a command ‘that you heard from the beginning’ 
(3:11). ‘Love one another’ was taught by Jesus, and was taught at 
Pentecost. We don’t hear Peter preaching love for one another but 
we see it being practiced after Pentecost: ‘All who believed were 
together, and had all things in common’ (Acts 2:44).   
 
The early church practiced love by sharing with anyone in need. 
Upon hearing the gospel and believing in Jesus, they spontaneously 
shared their possessions. Widows and orphans were provided for, 
along with others who had fallen on hard times. Many were 
attracted to this fellowship when they saw and experienced practical 
love (cf. John 13:35). Do you think our church attracts people in this 
way?  Are you eager to see that it does?  
 
What is the opposite of love? Hate! Hate is at the heart of all Satan’s 
work because hate fills his heart. When tempted by Satan, Eve 
sinned. Her heart, and that of her husband, lost the ability to love 
and gained the ability to hate. This corrupted, sinful nature was 
inherited by their children, as demonstrated when Cain murdered his 
brother Abel (3:12). Why did he kill his brother? Was it because Abel 
had done something wicked and deserved to die? No. He killed his 
brother because his brother was practicing righteousness (3:12). 
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While Peter refers to various OT characters or events in his letters, 
John refers to just one, Cain.  
 
Cain murdered Abel because his own works were evil (3:12). We read 
in Genesis 4 how they both brought a sacrifice to the Lord but only 
Abel’s sacrifice was accepted by the Lord. It seems Cain offering was 
not accompanied by faith; it was a work of evil (Heb 11:4, Jude v11). 
We should not be offering to God the ‘leftovers’ of our income, or 
our life. Nor should we be giving others what costs us nothing, 
according to the definition of love being taught here by John. Cain 
murdered his brother because he was doing what was righteous 
(3:12).  
 
Jesus said that ‘If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me 
first’ (John 15:18 NIV). Jesus was without sin and the world hated 
him. So, dear brothers and sisters in Christ, do not marvel if the 
world hates you (3:13). We see the hatred of the world, bitter 
hatred, being unleashed upon anyone in our society who declares 
what the Bible teaches about homosexuality. John says, ‘do not 
marvel’, do not be surprised. Many capitulate to the world, or at 
least compromise.   
 
All this shows that we are living in the last days. We are seeing the 
increase of lies and of wickedness. I mentioned already laws about 
hate-speech. These laws have no concern for the truth. Even if 
something is true you can be prosecuted if someone takes offence.  
Man’s laws are not necessarily be based on truth, but God’s laws are. 
Man’s laws are relative, but God’s laws are absolute. Man’s laws 
keep changing, but God’s laws never change. John speaks of 
righteousness and sin, of hatred and love, not of little sins and big 
sins or of hatred that is serious or not serious. Indeed, God knows 
our hearts and he condemns our sinful thoughts.  
 
‘Cain’, says John, ‘was of the wicked one’ or the devil (3:12). ‘The 
devil was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in 
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truth’ (John 8:44), so his children will be murderers also. Hatred 
leads to murder. But not all children of the devil are murderers, you 
protest! Yet John, like Jesus, indicates that words and even looks can 
kill. ‘Whoever hates his brother is a murderer’ (3:15). Anyone who 
lives with anger and hatred in their heart cannot be abiding in Christ, 
and cannot have the gift of God, eternal life. 
 
2. What is love? 
How do you define love? The dictionary refers to ‘fondness or warm 
affection’. In books and movies, love is defined in terms of sexual 
passion. The Bible gives us a definition of love that is not found in the 
dictionary or in the media. In contrast to selfish love, the Bible tells 
us of self-sacrificing love, the love seen in Jesus Christ laying down 
his life for us. Can you comprehend this type of love? This is the love 
that John says we should be practicing if we are children of God. God 
is love and we must ‘love one another’ (3:11, 23, 4:7, 11, 12).  
 
While hatred belongs to the devil, love belongs to Jesus. In Jesus we 
have the very definition of love. In Jesus we have the perfect 
example of love. ‘Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down 
one’s life for his friends’ (John 15:13). We see love in Jesus laying 
down his life for us (3:16), but, more than this, he did so while we 
were yet sinners (Rom 5:8). As sinners we rebelled against Christ, but 
he stilled loved us, so much so that he sacrificed himself for us. In 
love self-preservation gives way to self-sacrifice. 
 
3. We must love like Jesus 
Jesus laid down his life to save us from death. In his blood we have 
propitiation for our sins (4:10, Rom 3:25). John also teaches us that    
this act of self-sacrifice is an example for us to follow, although only 
the blood of Jesus can cleanse us of sin. Being a child of God means 
making Jesus our model when it comes to living in this world. Jesus is 
our example when it comes to serving others (Mark 10:45, John 
13:15), when it comes to suffering in silence (1Peter 2:21), and when 
it comes to love, self-sacrificial love (3:16, John 15:34). We are to 
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practice such love not as a way to earn rewards but as a way to 
honour Jesus Christ our Saviour and Lord. 
 
Sacrificing one’s life for a brother or sister is, of course, the ultimate 
act of love (3:16). We can demonstrate love for the brethren in many 
smaller, preliminary ways. We will never show this ultimate love if 
we cannot love in smaller ways. These smaller ways will involve 
sacrifice, sacrifice of things, sacrifice of time and of talents, rather 
than of life itself. I use the word ‘sacrifice’ because we are looking at 
the example of Jesus, but our giving of money, time and talents is, in 
fact, giving of what God has already given us: ‘Every good and 
perfect gift is from above’ (James 1:17).  
 
Sabbath law in the old covenant included the seventh day, the 
seventh year, and the ‘seven times seventh year’, the Jubilee. Each of 
these was commanded with the poor in mind. Servants were to be 
given rest, slaves set free, and land returned to those who had lost it   
because of hard times. Moses told the people to ‘open your hand 
wide to your brother, to your poor and your needy in your land (Deut 
15:11). To close your heart and your hand towards the needs of 
others, needs that you clearly see, is not what children of God do 
(3:17). To do so shows that the love of God does not abide in your 
heart. It puts you in the same category as the priest and the Levite 
who saw the half- dead man and passed by on the other side of the 
road. It puts you into same category as the Pharisees, and indeed of 
the false teachers John was condemning.  
 
We noted how the early church practiced brotherly love, or love that 
was in fact ‘agape’ love, love that they saw in Jesus laying down his 
life for us. No one considered his possessions his own. Any needy 
person within the church was helped according to their need, ‘And 
great grace was upon them all’ (Acts 4:32, 33). James rebukes those 
who fail to love in practical ways. Paul tells us, ‘As we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the 
household of faith’ (Gal 6:10). You must be ready to help family 
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members in need (1Tim 5:8), but if help from the church is required, 
share the need with the deacons (Acts 6); do not let pride get in the 
way of sharing. And when you do share a need, the deacons will give 
help as appropriate, and as the church is able; they will do so in the 
name of the fellowship and in the name of the Lord.  
 
We do not give as the world gives. We do not give expecting to be 
paid back, nor do we give for our own glory. This is because we do 
not love as the world loves. We do ‘not love in word or tongue, but 
in deed and in truth’ (3:17). Jesus said, ‘Do not let your left hand 
know what your right hand is doing (Mat 6:3). One of our sister 
churches in India had a board listing all the people who gave, and 
how much they gave to their building project. I said to the pastor 
that I hoped he would be taking this board down soon. God loves a 
cheerful giver, a generous giver, and a silent giver.  
 
Let us show love in practical ways within this fellowship, 
remembering the love that Jesus showed towards us in laying down 
his life for us. Are you ready to give in a sacrificial way? Are you 
ready to lay down your life for the brethren?  
 
 
 
 
 


